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“The Answer to Jesus’ Question is Heaven-Sent” – Matthew 16:15-17 
The Minor Festival of St. Peter and St. Paul – 29 June Anno Domini 2008 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho 
Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

 
 
Thus says the LORD of Hosts, “In those days ten men from every language of the 
nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you’” — Zechariah 8:23. 

 
Dearly Beloved, 
 
 Here is a beautiful Old Testament prophecy of the spreading of the Christian 
faith in the world and down through the centuries. The Word will go out and people 
from the nations will desire to have the comfort, peace, forgiveness, hope and eternal 
life that has been brought to the Jewish people in the Messiah. They will seek to 
follow the Lord and have a place among the Jewish faithful. Indeed, Christ crucified 
and risen is proclaimed to the nations and many in the world will be brought into the 
Kingdom of God.  
 On Palm Sunday the hosannas of the children of God were heard by others. 
Those others asked about this Jewish man named Jesus. They were told Who He is - 
that He is the Savior from above Who comes in the Name of the Lord. They heard 
what He had done, especially the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  
 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done 
this sign. The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are 
accomplishing nothing! Behold, the world has gone after Him!” - John 12:18-19. 
 The Pharisees saw what was happening and it angered them to no end. The 
wrangling and criticism among the legalists increased. “You see that you are 
accomplishing nothing!” All of their plans, efforts and intentions of silencing Jesus 
have been futile. The echo of Zechariah’s promise is then heard from the Pharisees. 
“Behold, the world has gone after Him!” 
 Earlier Jesus had questioned His disciples about who they were saying He was. 
You heard their answer in the Gospel Reading for this Sunday. Then Jesus asked the 
most important question that could ever be asked of, and answered by, a single soul 
and an entire congregation. 
 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and 
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Answering, Jesus said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but My Father Who is in Heaven - Matthew 16:15-17. 
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 Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you (plural) say that I am?” Each individual 
soul will ponder that question. Eternity rests on the answer. Is Jesus the Son of God? 
Is He true man and yet without sin? Is Jesus the Bearer of all sins? Is He the Lamb of 
God Who takes away the sin of the world? Is Jesus the Christ? Is Jesus the everlasting 
King Whose Advent was announced by Gabriel? Is Jesus God’s promised Prophet, 
suffering Servant and risen Redeemer? Is He the Seed of the Woman, Abraham’s 
Shield, Judah’s Lion, David’s Greater Son, the magi’s King, Israel’s Messiah, the 
Gentile’s Light, the risen Redeemer? 
 Peter’s reply includes all these and more when he says, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God.” The Son of God, along with our Father Who art in heaven and 
the Holy Spirit, is the LORD, the true God, the Living God and the Everlasting King.  
 Therefore, based upon the Word of the Scriptures alone, the Church confesses 
that Jesus is the Christ Who suffered and died to reconcile the Father to us and Who 
was raised from the dead. Through the Ministry of the Word in the means of grace, the 
Holy Spirit grants the gift of faith in Christ. The soul who trusts this Gospel is 
justified - is declared right with God, not because of her works, but by the grace of 
God through faith in Jesus. 
 So, dear soul, who do you say Jesus is?  
 Let’s begin with you babies and you little ones here in Church this morning. 
Who do you infants and toddlers say that Jesus is? Now I know that you are listening 
to me despite munching on those cheerios, playing with that toy, gibbering you’re 
your mouth and fidgeting on one lap or another. You little babies and you little 
children know exactly what I’m talking about, don’t you? You have mommies and 
daddies who love you very much. But sometimes you don’t mind them, do you? They 
have rules for your good, but you don’t always like those rules, do you? Right. You’re 
supposed to mind them, aren’t you? Yup. But then again, you want your own way, 
don’t you? And you get pouty or angry or have a temper tantrum. You don’t want to 
share your toys. When you get a little bit older, you’ll learn how to blame others, play 
mommy against daddy, do things in school because of peer pressure, have a potty-
mouth and be quite creative in your excuse-making. You shouldn’t say or do these 
things, should you? No, not even think them in your head. You shouldn’t be this way, 
should you? No. 

Why are you this way? Well, it’s because of your mommies and daddies. You 
see, you are just like your mommy and your daddy. You never thought about that, did 
you? In fact, you’re just like all the grown-ups here. Take a look at the grown-ups. 
God has rules for them and they don’t mind God’s rules either. The rules are really for 
their good, but they don’t always like them either. They want their own way, just like 
you. They get pouty and angry. Mommies, daddies and all the groan-ups have temper 
tantrums but they call them conniption fits. They are really sins.  
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 So, little ones, who do you say Jesus is? Is Jesus someone Who has come to 
make you mind and follow the rules? No, that’s what mommies and daddies are for. 
You’ll also find out later, when you get a little bigger, that that’s one of the reasons 
why we have law-enforcement people. God knew that we didn’t need Jesus to show us 
how to keep the law or to make sure that we obey the law. God knew that what we 
really needed was someone who would save us from all the times when we broke 
God’s Law … when you didn’t mind mommy and daddy … when you didn’t share … 
when you had a fit … when you say bad words … when you sin. 
 God sent His Son, the Christ to save you from your sins, you little ones. That’s 
what the name Jesus means … Savior. Jesus came to save you. Mommies and daddies 
can’t do that. Only Jesus can save you. He can do this because Jesus is God and 
because He loved you so much that He died on the cross for you. But Jesus is no 
longer dead. He rose again. He’s alive and He’s with you even though you can’t see 
Him. Jesus promises to be with you in the daytime and at nighttime. So when you get 
scared at night or have a bad dream, remember that Jesus is with you.  

In fact, Jesus is here right now. That’s one of the reasons that your mommy or 
your daddy has brought you to Church this morning. They want you to hear about 
your Jesus … about His love for you. They want you to be able to speak the word 
“amen” when we begin in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. They want you to be able to confess your sins just like they do and then say 
your “amen” when the pastor says that you are forgiven of all your sins in the Name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Ghost. That’s why they want you to 
hear the readings from the Bible and to listen to the sermon and know that what the 
pastor is preaching … if he is a true pastor … has something to say to the children of 
God … whether they are old children or little children. 

So, if I asked you who Jesus is, you would say that He is the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God. Your answer is given to you from Heaven by the Father through the 
Word and work of the Holy Spirit. It’s the easiest question in the world to answer and 
it’s the most difficult question in the world to answer – so easy that a baby like you 
knows the answer at the instant of Baptism – so hard that a grown-up Pharisee man is 
unable to figure it out during an entire lifetime. 
 The difficult part of the Christian life is not coming to faith in Christ, but rather, 
remaining a Christian … day in and day out … week after week … year after year. So 
I invite you to ponder all these things throughout the week and all weeks and to return 
to this House of God next week. 
 You see, little ones, all the grown-ups here, especially the mommies and 
daddies want you to sing the song of the Church. You sing it every Sunday and you 
are learning it by heart … doing so long before you can read or use a hymnal. They 
want you to know by memory so that, when you get to be old – really old like the 
grown-ups here today – and you’re sick or in a home, you’ll be able … once again … 
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to sing it from memory … to sing of your Jesus and of the Good News that He loves 
you and is with you, … no matter what. 
 Is it not true that the Word of God has come to you? Indeed, you are a living 
example of the Gospel of peace that has gone forth into a fallen world and is 
accomplishing the Lord’s purpose. You are part of the Diaspora - one of Zechariah’s 
ten men in the world who has gone after Him. Thanks be to God that this is so! Amen. 
 May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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